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On March 25, 2024, the USDA, FDA, and CDC announced that highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), specifically avian influenza virus type 
A (H5N1), had been identified in U.S. dairy cattle for the first time.

Tests so far indicate that the virus detected in dairy cattle is H5N1, Eurasian lineage 
goose/Guangdong clade 2.3.4.4b, strain B3.13. This is the same clade that has been 
affecting wild birds and commercial poultry flocks and that has caused sporadic infections 
in several species of wild and domestic mammals in the United States.

Canada has tightened import requirements on dairy cattle from the United States.

Summary

https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/latest-bird-flu-situation/notice-to-industry-2024-04-30/eng/1714506857779/1714506967032








Why worry about bird flu in pigs?

• Potential impact on farming and food supply

• Loss of production due to disease

• Pigs are a mixing vessel for zoonotic and human flu

• Reassortment could lead to a flu pandemic



• Bird Flu and Humans



In the news



What can swine owners do



  

  



Don’t 
comingle 
pigs with 
other 
farm 
animals





Don’t feed raw dairy waste products



Report sick/dead animals to your veterinarian. Work with 
your veterinarian to plan for disease outbreaks and protect 
your herd.

Hide sick or dead animals, hide suspicious symptoms in 
pigs, humans or other animals.



The flu vaccine doesn't protect against avian 
influenza but may reduce the risk of being 
infected with both seasonal flu and bird flu
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Stay informed at www.cahss.ca 

Discussion and questions

http://www.cahss.ca/
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